Be part of John Howie’s outstanding 2015

MUSIC TOUR OF

Scotland
& Ireland

including Edinburgh Tattoo
with Frank Ifield
August 6 – September 1, 2015

BOOK EARLY
to avoid
disappointment!
This tour sold out
in 2012, 2013
& 2014

Scotland: Glasgow, Oban, Isle of Skye, Ullapool,
Orkney islands, Inverness, Edinburgh
Ireland: Belfast, Derry, Donegal Town, Westport,
Galway, Killarney, Cork, Waterford, Dublin
Optional
3-day
extension
tour to
London
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the music of Scotland & Ireland by night

MUSIC TOUR OF

Scotland
& Ireland

including Edinburgh Tattoo
with Frank

Ifield

Frank Ifield started his career as a country singer in
1950, aged 13, with an appearance on radio 2GB’s
‘Australia’s Amateur Hour’. At the end of the ‘50s, after
releasing over 40 records in Australia and appearing on
many early Australian TV shows, he returned to Britain
to further his career (he was born in Britain). He
quickly gained international recognition with a
unique recording of I Remember You. It was the
first single to sell 1 million copies in the UK. His
next two million selling singles made him the first
artist in the UK to have three consecutive number
ones. From the sixties to the eighties, with scores of hits including seven number
ones, his career became firmly established worldwide. Now living in Australia,
Frank is seen hosting many TV, radio and stage productions. He was inducted
into the ARIA Hall of Fame in 2007. In 2009 he was nominated in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours list to receive the Order of Australia Medal (OAM). Frank is
looking forward to sharing stories of his life and his passion for music with you,
on the 2015 Music Tour of Scotland & Ireland.

Itinerary
DAY 1 Thursday August 6, 2015
Depart
Afternoon: Depart Australia on Emirates Airlines, via Dubai, to Glasgow.
DAY 2 Friday August 7, 2015
Glasgow
Afternoon: On arrival in Glasgow, enjoy a sightseeing coach tour of Glasgow, with
local guide. Evening: Enjoy an informal evening of music at The Scotia Bar, a famous
Glaswegian music pub (Est. 1792). Overnight: Premier Inn.
DAY 3 Saturday August 8, 2015
Glasgow
Morning: Travel to town of Stirling. Visit historic Stirling Castle. Afternoon: Return
to Glasgow. Free time. Evening: Attend a music or theatre event of your choice
(optional). John Howie will advise everybody as to the options & assist with
organising transport, etc. (B)
DAY 4 Sunday August 9, 2015
Oban
Morning: Travel north, to Oban, a lovely port town in Scotland’s Argyll region. On
the way, see Loch Lomond and sing the song, The Bonnie Banks o’ Loch Lomond.
Evening: Commencement of Tour Dinner in one of Oban’s best restaurants.
Entertainment by excellent Scottish ballad group, On the Wagon. Overnight: Oban
Bay Hotel. (B.D)
DAY 5 Monday August 10, 2015
Isle of Skye
Morning: Travel north, to the town of Fort William. On the way, visit Glencoe Visitor
Centre. Learn about the Glencoe Massacre (1692). The dramatic mountain scenery

in this region is unforgettable. Continue on to Fort William, then west, along the
Road to the Isles. Visit the Glenfinnan Monument, which marks the spot where
Bonnie Prince Charlie commenced his ill-fated attempt to restore the Stuarts to the
British throne in 1745. Afternoon: Travel by ferry to the Isle of Skye. On arrival, short
coach tour with local guide. Evening: Spend a relaxing evening exploring Portree
(Isle of Skye’s main town). We will have our own informal music ‘session’ tonight.
Please bring your instruments and voices and join in! Overnight: Royal Hotel; Pier
Hotel; Bosville Hotel. (B)
DAY 6 Tuesday August 11, 2015
Ullapool
Return to Scottish mainland, via Skye Bridge. See Eilean Donan Castle, Scotland’s
most photographed castle. Travel north, through the lovely Wester Ross region, to
the pretty west coast fishing village of Ullapool. Evening: Special dinner and music
performance at The Ceilidh Place, one of the best live music venues in the west of
Scotland. Overnight: Caledonian Hotel. (B.L.AfternoonTea.D)
DAY 7 Wednesday August 12, 2015
Orkney Islands
Travel along the spectacular north-west coast of Scotland. Travel by ferry to
Mainland, the largest of the Orkney Islands. Orkney is famous for its prehistoric sites
and beautiful scenery. Afternoon: Visit Skara Brae (4,500 year-old village), and the
Ring of Brodgar standing stones. We then proceed to Kirkwall, the largest town in
the Orkneys. Evening: Enjoy traditional Orkneys dinner, specially prepared for our
tour group. Attend Orkney Accordion and Fiddle Club concert. Hear some lovely
Jimmy Shand-type music. Overnight: Orkney Hotel; Albert Hotel. (B,Morning Tea.D)
DAY 8 Thursday August 13, 2015
Orkney Islands
Morning: Travel south from Kirkwall and cross the Churchill Barriers causeway to
the island of South Ronaldsay. Visit the fascinating Italian Chapel (built by Italian
POW’s in 1943), Scapa Flow (important wartime anchorage for British fleet), and
the village of St Margaret’s Hope. Return to Kirkwall, where we visit spectacular St
Magnus Cathedral. Afternoon: Visit Maeshowe (5,000 year-old chambered tomb),
followed by free time in Kirkwall. Evening: Attend a traditional music session in one
of Kirkwall’s live music venues. (B)
DAY 9 Friday August 14, 2015
Inverness
Return to Scottish mainland by ferry. Travel south, to Inverness. Near Inverness visit
Culloden Battlefield, where Prince Charlie’s forces were defeated in 1746. Evening:
Enjoy a lovely dinner in our hotel, including outstanding Scottish & traditional
music by local group BIRL. Overnight: Best Western Inverness Palace Hotel. (B.D)
DAY 10 Saturday August 15, 2015
Edinburgh
Morning: See the picturesque ruins of Urqhart Castle, and drive along the banks of
Loch Ness. Continue south, through Dundee, towards Edinburgh. Afternoon: Visit St
Andrews. Lunch at clubhouse overlooking one of St Andrews’ famous golf courses.
See the beach where some scenes in the film Chariots of Fire were filmed. Visit the
village of Auchtermuchty, where famous Scottish accordion player, Jimmy Shand,
lived. See his bronze statue, and meet Jimmy Shand Junior (if available). Cross
the Firth of Forth Bridge. Evening: Attend an Edinburgh Festival or Fringe Festival
concert (optional). Overnight: Radisson Blu Hotel, Edinburgh. (B.L)
DAY 11 Sunday August 16, 2015
Edinburgh
Morning: Coach tour of Edinburgh with local guide. After lunch visit historic
Edinburgh Castle. Then join Frank Ifield and John Howie on a walk down the ‘Royal
Mile’. Sense Edinburgh’s medieval past as you explore the alleys and closes that run
off the Royal Mile. See the festival’s colourful street performers in action. Evening:
Attend Edinburgh Festival or Fringe Festival concerts (optional). (B)
DAY 12 Monday August 17, 2015
Edinburgh
Morning: Travel south to Scotland’s Borders region. Visit the spectacular ruins
of Dryburgh Abbey and Melrose Abbey. Afternoon: Free time for you to explore

Edinburgh at your leisure. Evening: Enjoy traditional Scottish dinner at one of
Edinburgh’s best restaurants before attending the world famous Edinburgh Military
Tattoo – a unique blend of music, ceremony, entertainment and theatre. (B.D)
DAY 13 Tuesday August 18, 2015
Belfast
Morning: Transfer to Edinburgh Airport. Fly to Belfast, Northern Ireland. On arrival,
coach tour of Belfast, with local guide. Visit the Crown Liquor Saloon, a famous
Belfast pub with a very ornate interior (1880s). See the colourful political murals
on buildings in the Protestant Shankill Road and Catholic Falls Road areas of West
Belfast. Evening: Visit one or two of John Howie’s favourite live music venues in
Belfast. Overnight: Holiday Inn Express (University). (B)
DAY 14 Wednesday August 19, 2015
Londonderry
Travel along Northern Ireland’s beautiful Antrim Coast to Derry. See Carrickfergus
Castle. See the ruins of Dunluce Castle. Visit the Giant’s Causeway (famous natural
rock formations). Afternoon: Coach tour of Derry with local guide, followed by
short walking tour, including Derry’s famous 17th century walls. Evening: After
dinner in our hotel, explore Derry’s excellent live music venues, including Peadar
O’Donnell’s, a famous traditional music pub. Overnight: Tower Hotel Derry. (B.D)
DAY 15 Thursday August 20, 2015
Donegal
Full-day tour of County Donegal, in the far north-west of Ireland. Lunch at Leo’s
Tavern. Leo Brennan (Enya’s father) established this ‘Singing’ pub many years ago.
We will be entertained by a local ballad singer and one or two of the pub’s staff,
including Leo’s son Bartley (if available). Pass through Kincasslagh, internationally
renowned singer Daniel O’Donnell’s hometown. We are now in The Rosses, one of
Ireland’s most beautiful regions. Continue south to the fishing port of Killybegs,
before proceeding to Donegal Town. Evening: Dinner in our hotel. Prior to dinner we
will visit a pub near our hotel, where you will be able to enjoy a typical Irish music
“session”. Overnight: The Abbey Hotel. (B, Morning Tea,L,D)
DAY 16 Friday August 21, 2015
Westport
Today we travel south, to the coastal town of Westport, County (Co.) Mayo. Soon after
leaving Donegal Town, visit the Belleek Pottery factory, in Co. Fermanagh, for a guided
tour. We then travel through beautiful Co. Sligo. See one of Ireland’s most distinctive
mountains, Ben Bulben, and visit the grave of celebrated Irish poet, W.B.Yeats. On
arrival in Westport you will have free time to explore the charming town. Evening:
After dinner in our hotel attend an Irish music ‘session’ in one of Westport’s excellent
music pubs, or attend a concert at Matt Molloy’s, a venue owned by The Chieftains’
flute player (optional). Overnight: Castlecourt Hotel, Westport. (B.D)
DAY 17 Saturday August 22, 2015
Galway
Travel south to Galway. On the outskirts of Westport see pretty Clew Bay (dotted
with many small islands) and Croagh Patrick (a mountain, famous for an annual
religious pilgrimage). Then travel through an unforgettable valley we have discovered,
as we make our way to the Connemara region – famous for its unique, rocky
landscapes. Visit much-photographed Kylemore Abbey, with its excellent Victorian
Walled Garden. Guided tour of Kylemore’s main, castle-like building. Pass through
the charming town of Clifden, then take a ‘back roads’ coastal route to Galway,
through some of the most beautiful parts of the Connemara. On arrival in Galway,
see the Claddagh region and the Spanish Arch, and sing Galway Bay. Evening: Explore
Galway’s renowned session pubs and other music venues with John Howie and Frank
Ifield. Overnight: Jurys Inn Galway; The House Hotel, Galway. (B)
DAY 18 Sunday August 23, 2015
Galway
Optional day trip by ferry to the fascinating Aran Islands (cost approx. $50). Tour
the island of Inishmore by minibus, including the amazing stone Dun Aengus Fort (a
cliff- top fortress dating back to the 5th century). Those not visiting the Aran Islands
are free to explore Galway. Evening: Attend Trad on the Prom, fabulous Irish music
and dance theatre show. (B)
DAY 19 Monday August 24, 2015
Killarney
Leave Galway and visit the town of Athenry, where we will sing the famous Irish song
The Fields of Athenry. We then travel south, through the unusual limestone plains
known as The Burren. Visit the spectacular Cliffs of Moher, in beautiful County Clare.
Continue on through the city of Limerick and the village of Adare (famous for its
thatched roof cottages), to Killarney. Killarney is renowned for its natural beauty,
including three famous lakes and a lovely national park. Evening: Traditional Irish
dinner in one of Killarney’s best restaurants. After dinner visit some of Killarney’s
best live music venues. Overnight: Randles Court Hotel. (B,D)
DAY 20 Tuesday August 25, 2015
Killarney
Morning: Coach tour of the Dingle Peninsula, which boasts some of the world’s
most beautiful scenery. Enjoy never-to-be-forgotten scenery at Slea Head, and
stop in the lovely fishing port of Dingle. Visit Beehive Huts and the Gallarus Oratory,
one of the best preserved early Christian church buildings in Ireland (over 1,000
years old). Afternoon: Return to Killarney. Free time, for shopping. Also, enjoy a funfilled ride in jaunting cars (horse and buggy transport) through Killarney National
Park. Evening: Explore Killarney’s restaurants and music venues. (B)

DAY 21 Wednesday August 26, 2015
Cork
Today we travel to Cork, the Republic of Ireland’s second largest city. We will take a
scenic ‘back roads’ route to Cork, via Kenmare, Bantry Bay, Skibbereen and Kinsale.
Afternoon: Panoramic coach tour of Cork. Evening: John Howie will introduce you
to one or two of his favourite music venues in Cork; e.g., The Corner House; An
Spailpin Fanac. Overnight: Imperial Hotel Cork. (B,D)
DAY 22 Thursday August 27, 2015
Waterford
Morning: Travel to Cobh, the picturesque town/port from which many of our
ancestors left Ireland. Visit the Queenstown Story visitor centre, which explores
Ireland’s emigration phenomenon. Visit Blarney Castle and kiss the Blarney Stone.
Afternoon: Drive through County Tipperary & sing It’s a Long Way to Tipperary. In
town of Cashel, enjoy a guided tour of the Rock of Cashel, a spectacular castlelike medieval fortification. We then proceed to the attractive harbour town of
Waterford. Evening: Enjoy a fun-filled music session, with local musician, Ben
Delaney, & friends. Overnight: The Fitzwilton Hotel, Waterford. (B)
DAY 23 Friday August 28, 2015
Dublin
Depart Waterford, in the south-east of Ireland, and head north towards Dublin.
Travel through the beautiful Wicklow mountains. Visit the ruins at Glendalough,
a 6th-century monastic site (see one of Ireland’s most impressive round towers).
Late afternoon: Arrive in Dublin. Evening: Join Frank Ifield and John Howie on a
walk through the colourful Temple Bar precinct. Also visit one or two of John’s
favourite live music pubs in Dublin. John is planning to have one of his favourite
Irish ballad groups do a special performance for the tour group. Overnight: Jurys
Christchurch Inn. (B)
DAY 24 Saturday August 29, 2015
Dublin
Morning: Coach tour of Dublin with local guide, incl. visits to St. Patrick’s Cathedral
and the National Museum. See the famous Ha’penny Bridge and the G.P.O., in
O’Connell St. Visit St. Michin’s Church (mummified bodies in church vaults). We then
visit O’Donoghue’s Pub (a famous Dublin music pub), where we will be entertained
by another of John Howie’s favourite ballad groups. Afternoon: Free time for you to
explore Dublin at your leisure. Evening: On the outskirts of Dublin, attend fabulous
Irish Cabaret show, featuring hilarious comedian Noel V. Ginnity and traditional
Irish music and dancing. Includes dinner. (B.D)
DAY 25 Sunday August 30, 2015
Depart Dublin
Morning: Visit Trinity College. See the Book of Kells (richly decorated Irish medieval
manuscript) and visit the Long Room (old library…1732). Mid-morning: Transfer to
airport. Those going on to Australia depart Dublin 1.50pm approx., on Emirates
flight, via Dubai. Those staying in London see Extension Tour to London details. (B)
DAY 26 Monday August 31, 2015
In flight
DAY 27 Tuesday September 1, 2015
Morning: Arrive back in Australia and the tour concludes.

Australia

Extension tour to London
DAY 1 Sunday August 30, 2015
Depart Dublin
Afternoon: Fly to London. Coach transfer to our hotel, in central London.
Overnight: Hotel TBA. Will be a central London hotel. (B)
DAY 2 Monday August 31, 2015
London
Morning: Guided Coach tour of London. See Buckingham Palace, the Tower of
London, Big Ben and many other famous landmarks. Our tour includes one of
the Changing of the Guard type ceremonies, if available. Afternoon: Free time for
you to explore London at your leisure. John Howie will take those interested on a
tour of Buckingham Palace (optional), if available. (Buckingham Palace is usually
open for tours at this time of the year.) Evening: Attend a West End musical,
theatre production, or British Music Hall show of your choice (optional). (B)
DAY 3 Tuesday September 1, 2015
Depart London
A free day to explore London and shop. In the morning John Howie will take
those interested on a guided tour of Westminster Abbey (optional). John will
also take those interested to see the famous Abbey Road Recording Studios
(where The Beatles recorded) and Lords Cricket Ground (both optional). They
are in the same area. Late afternoon/early evening: Coach transfer from our
hotel to the airport for flight to Australia via Dubai. Evening: Depart London on
Emirates flight back to Australia. (B)
DAY 4 Wednesday September 2, 2015
In flight
DAY 5 Thursday September 3, 2015
Morning: Arrive back in Australia.

Australia

MUSIC TOUR OF

Scotland
& Ireland

Included in the Scotland and Ireland Music Tour:

including Edinburgh Tattoo
with Frank Ifield
August 6 – September 1, 2015
Tour Price

The tour price per person, twin-share
Air taxes as of 20/11/14*
Total package per person, twin-share
The single supplement

London Extension Price

The tour price per person, twin-share
The single supplement

$ 9595
$
700
$ 10295
$ 1795
$
$

945
280

*Contact us for other cities
John Howie will be the tour leader/
manager. Since 1995 John has led many
successful music tours of Ireland, Scotland,
Europe, the U.S., New Zealand and the
Australian outback. He has also led
many successful music cruises. John is
a musician and former secondary school
music teacher. He and his twin brother,
Graeme, perform as The Howie Brothers,
one of Australia’s leading country music/
easy listening/vocal harmony acts.
Gill Delaney (accordion/ukulele/mouth
organ player from Wangaratta) has played
in dance bands most of her life, and knows
a million tunes! She will join the tour as an
assistant tour leader and musician, and
will be involved in lots of fun-filled informal
music sessions with the tour group.

• Return economy airfare to Scotland/Ireland flying Emirates Airlines ex Melbourne, Brisbane,
Perth and Sydney. Domestic flight Edinburgh to Belfast is included. Return ferry trip to Orkney
Islands and ferry trip from Scottish mainland to Isle of Skye are included.
• 23 nights’ accommodation in centrally located first-class and moderate first-class hotels, with
private facilities, on twin share basis. Full Scottish or Irish breakfast daily. 11 Dinners, 3 lunches,
2 morning teas, 1 afternoon tea.
• Entertainment: Scotland: Edinburgh Tattoo; BIRL (Scottish traditional music group, Inverness);
Orkney Accordion and Fiddle Club (Kirkwall); Music performance at The Ceilidh Place (Ullapool);
On the Wagon ballad group (Oban), evening of music at The Scotia Bar (Glasgow). Ireland:
traditional music at Peadar O’Donnell’s, Derry; Irish ballads at Leo’s Tavern, Co. Donegal; Irish
music ‘sessions’ in Donegal Town & Westport; Trad on the Prom (Irish music & dance theatre
show, Galway); Irish music session with Ben Delaney ballad group, Waterford; Irish Cabaret
show, featuring Noel V Ginnity, Dublin; sessions with 2 of John Howie’s favourite ballad groups in
Dublin – one at O’Donoghue’s Pub. Lots of other live music in the informal music venues around
Scotland & Ireland. Admission is mostly free, though occasionally there may be a small cover
charge. Also, many informal music performances with Frank Ifield, John Howie & Gill Delaney.
• Entrance to all sightseeing attractions mentioned in the itinerary, except for those marked
‘optional’ or ‘own expense’.
• All tours, as per itinerary. Aran Islands tour is optional, and paid for on day of tour.
• Transport by luxury, air-conditioned motor coach throughout. All airport/hotel transfers.
• Porterage of 1 piece of luggage per person.
• Hotel taxes and service charges.
• Tour leadership by John Howie, of The Howie Brothers, including the organisation of excursions
to hear the best of Scottish & Irish music, most nights of the tour. Also, tour escorted throughout
by popular Australian & international entertainer, Frank Ifield.
• You can extend your stay at the end of the tour at no additional airfare cost (air taxes may be
additional). Please check with us for other tours, car hire, hotels, bed and breakfasts, etc.
• Note: Prior to the tour, John Howie will help with organising purchase of tickets for (1) Edinburgh
Festival and Fringe Festival concerts, and (2) West End musicals & theatre productions (London).

Not included in the price:
• Insurance – travel insurance is strongly recommended.
• All items of personal nature such as drinks, room service, laundry and phone calls.
• Meals and drinks, unless specified in the itinerary. Meals included are marked B,D,L, ‘morning
tea’, etc, in brackets, at the end of each day’s text in the itinerary.
• Entrance to concerts, pubs, and other musical entertainment not listed above. Also, not included
in the price is entrance to musical entertainment marked ‘optional’ in the itinerary.
• International airport and departure taxes above the rate quoted.
• Domestic flight connections to and from departure city.

www.musictours.com.au

FRANK IFIELD – please note: Frank wishes to make it clear that he doesn’t sing anymore.

He wishes he could! He was forced to give up singing many years ago after a major operation.
The surgery saved Frank’s life, but his vocal cords were damaged in the process.

General information and booking conditions

International touring can involve a considerable amount of walking and stair climbing in the places visited and it is important that all tour
participants have a level of physical fitness that allows them to take part in this activity without the need of assistance from others.
Tour Operator: Travelrite International Pty Ltd. A.C.N. 005 817
0781 (Travelrite International) is the tour operator.

Baggage: All passengers qualify for 1 piece free baggage
allowance.

Tour Costs: The tour’s costs are based on transport,
accommodation costs and entrance costs at 1 October 2014.
Travelrite reserves the right to alter the costs if any of these
factors change, giving any passenger that has booked the
right to withdraw with full refund of monies paid or modify
arrangements. No alterations to costings will be made within 60
days prior to departure.

Refunds: The tour is based on arrangements which do not allow
for any refunds in respect to sightseeing, accommodation, meals
or other services not utilised after the tour has commenced.

Deposits and Payments: A deposit of $500 per passenger is
required at the time of booking. Full payment will be required
60 days prior to departure. A 1% administration charge will be
added to payment by Visa and Mastercard. 3% administration
charge will be added for payment by AMEX and Diners Club cards.
Cancellations: Cancellations within 60 days of departure will
result in the loss of all monies paid. Cancellation outside 60
days from departure will result in a cancellation fee of $500 per
person. Travel insurance is recommended to cover the costs of
cancellation fees due to illness, death in family, etc.
Minimum Tour Numbers: The tour has been costed on the basis
of a minimum number of passengers having booked 60 days
prior to departure. Travelrite reserves the right to cancel the
tour, giving a full refund of all monies paid or offer arrangements
to proceed with the tour at a modified cost if the minimum
number is not achieved.

Responsibilities: Travelrite International Pty Ltd. is the tour
organiser. Travelrite International acts only as agents in making
of arrangements with carriers, hoteliers and others for the tour.
As a result we cannot accept liability for any act or omission
whatsoever, whether negligent or otherwise of those carriers,
hoteliers or other persons providing services in connection with
the tour over whom we have no direct or exclusive control. We
do not accept responsibility for any injury, damage, loss, delay,
change of schedule or any other events which are beyond our
direct control, such as, but not limited to, war, flood, fire, civil
disturbance, acts of God, acts of government, or any other
authorities, terrorism, accidents to or failure of machinery or
equipment, or industrial action. The passage contract in use by
the carriers concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole
contract between the transportation companies or firms and
the purchasers of these tours and the passengers. Baggage is at
own risk throughout the tour. The contract shall be construed in
accordance with the laws of the State of Victoria.

How to Book: Bookings can be made by completing a booking
form and sending it with a deposit of $500 per person to:

Travelrite International P/L
182 Canterbury Road
Heathmont, Victoria 3135

Further information can be obtained by telephoning

Toll Free: 1800 033 436

Phone: (03) 9729 8722
Fax: (03) 9729 0682
Email: heathmont@travelrite.com.au
www.travelrite.com.au
About Travelrite International: Travelrite International Pty Ltd
(ABN 64 005 817 078) is a well established travel company which
has been marketing throughout Australia for over 30 years and
operating in Victoria for more than 32 years. It has two fully ATAS
accredited (No: A10538) offices at Balwyn and Heathmont which
are also accredited with IATA. As such they directly represent
the major airlines of the world and all major domestic and
international hotels, tour and transport operators. Travelrite
International Pty Ltd is a full member of the Australian Federation
of Travel Agents – AFTA

